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WELCOME

warm welcome to Cornish Mining,
the newsletter of the Cornish
Mining World Heritage Site and

the first to be made available in a printed
form.

The Cornish Mining World Heritage Site
covers ten separate Areas which together
represent the best surviving of the
internationally renowned metalliferous
mining landscapes of Cornwall and west
Devon. From St Just in the west to the
Tamar Valley and Tavistock in the east, the
World Heritage Site encompasses former
mine sites, ancillary industries, transport
networks, settlements, grand houses and
smallholdings which are, together, the
legacy of the region’s world-changing
industrial past.

Highlights in this edition include the
completion of the exciting new museum
at Geevor Mine in West Penwith, ‘Hard
Rock’, which held its grand opening
back in October. From here we shift our
focus to the other side of the Atlantic
and Mexico, where Cornish mineworkers
spearheaded the rehabilitation of
Hidalgo's silver mines during the 1820s.
In July 2008 members of the Cornish-
Mexican Cultural Society travelled to the
high Sierra Madre Oriental, and Pachuca
and Real del Monte specifically, to explore
the long-standing cultural links that
exist between Cornwall and the State of
Hidalgo.

Enjoy!
Ainsley Cocks, Editor
WHS Research and Information Officer

The Cornish Mining World
Heritage Site,

The Percuil Building, Old County
Hall, Truro, Cornwall, TR1 3AY
United Kingdom

Tel: + 44 (0)1872-322586
Email: kwillows@cornwall.gov.uk

We want to ensure your needs
are met. If you would like this
information in another format
or language please contact us at
the address above.

Photos Ainsley Cocks / Cornwall County
Council 2008 unless stated.
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Right: A careful combination of
information panels and interactive
displays convey the rich legacy of
tin mining in Cornwall

Far right: A mannequin is
positioned drilling an upper, whilst
standing on a rearing fixed across
the museum’s recreated stope (an
ore producing area underground)

Geevor was definitely
a-buzz on the day with
the museum display
being extremely well-
received by all

For those about to rock...
guests enter the new museum
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Following much hard work a multi-million pound site restoration
and museum development project has been successfully completed
at Geevor Tin Mine, Pendeen. Geevor Mine, a Scheduled Monument
and part of the UNESCO World Heritage Site, was one of the last
metalliferous mines to operate in Cornwall, finally succumbing to
the effects of eighties’ tin crises in 1991.

COrnwaII County Council was to
fortunately acquire the site in 1992
and, in doing so, save the buildings
and the majority of the mine machinery
from the all-too-eager scrap man. The bold
decision to purchase Geevor enabled the
mine to be retained as the community focus
it had become whilst in operation. A pay-
to-enter visitor attraction was envisaged

to enable the public to experience the rich
industrial and social heritage associated
with Cornish tin mining. By 1993 Cornwall
County Council had completed the various
works required to make the site suitable for
the public and the mine then opened for its
first visitors under the management of the
Trevithick Trust, a registered charity.

In 2001 Pendeen Community Heritage, also
a registered charity, acquired the lease of
the site and has, since that time, undertaken
its management, maintained the museum,
and developed site tours and educational

programmes for school groups. In time it
became apparent that some of the buildings
which comprise the mine had succumbed to
the battering of the Atlantic winds and rain
and that a programme of careful structural
consolidation was required to secure and
weatherproof parts of the site. Subsequently
a project development team within Cornwall
County Council was charged with the
preparation of an application for Heritage
Lottery Funding to consolidate the various
structures, and to redevelop the former Top
Fitting Shop of the mine into an all-new
interactive museum facility with a particular
focus on young people.

A development stage grant was
subsequently secured from the HLF in early
2006 and in July the following year, it was
announced that the full funding bid had
been successful. Additional funds from
Objective One, Cornwall County Council,
Penwith District Council and The National



Top: November 2007 and site
restoration works are well
underway

Middle: The beginnings of the
Hard Rock Museum within
the former Top Fitting Shop,
November 2007

Bottom: ... and completed, in
October 2008
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Mrs Winnie Sevier (front-
right) touring the new
museum after declaring it
open to the public

Trust, together with the HLF grant,
meant a total of £3.8 million was
available for the various site works,
with around £800,000 of this figure
being dedicated for the new museum,
appropriately named ‘Hard Rock’. The
museum was to pose a particularly
difficult challenge for the architects
and builders as the new facility had to
be constructed within the shell of the
Top Fitting Shop, without altering the
fabric of the existing structure which,
along with the remainder of the site,
has nationally protected Scheduled
Monument status. Nineteen mine
buildings and structures were
consolidated alongside this as part of
the programme of works, including
the conservation and re-roofing of
one of the two Brunton type arsenic
calciners. These, once a commonplace
feature of mine dressing floors, are
today especially rare with only a few
surviving in this condition.

The 11th October 2008 was
eventually chosen as the date for
a grand opening ceremony to
publicly celebrate the completion of
the conservation programme and
museum. The day saw an invited
audience eager to witness the cutting
of the ceremonial ribbon by Mrs
Winnie Sevier, daughter of former
Geevor Mine Manager Frederick
Charles Cann who assumed the
position around 1920. Winnie's close
association with the mine does not
stop with her father, however, as
her husband, William Sevier, was to
become Acting Manger and succeed
Frederick in 1936.

Speeches of congratulations
and thanks were made on the
day by Roger Goulding, Heritage
Lottery Fund South West Regional
Committee member; Bill Lakin,
Chair of Geevor Trustees; and Brian
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Armstrong, building surveyor and
contract administrator with Stratton
& Holborow, Truro, who oversaw the
design and delivery of this ambitious
project. In addition to explaining his
sometimes difficult but challenging
role in the development, Brian was

to start the museum off with a bang,
quite literally. At the desired moment,
he pushed the T-shaped plunger of a
‘classic’ explosives shot-firer, triggering
a firework behind the audience which
made a suitably impressive retort!

The audience were then duly
invited into the museum to see, for
many for the first time, the result of
many months’ careful design and
construction work. Staged over two
floors the museum introduces tin
as an ore and industrial metal and
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covers, in an engaging manner, the
many stages of mining, crushing
and refining, to produce the finished
‘black’ tin dioxide for sale.

Geevor was definitely a-buzz on the
day with the museum display being
extremely well-received by all.

The eye-catching design and
carefully conceived interactive
content is the product of a successful
partnership between the staff of
Geevor and those of Gendall Design,
Falmouth. The World Heritage Site
team warmly congratulates all those at
Geevor and the many contractors and
advisors involved in this prestigious
development for producing an
experience which is sure to be a huge
hit with visitors of all ages. [

For further background to the conservation work at Geevor please
see Adam Sharpe’s detailed article in the autumn 2007 Newsletter,
available via the Cornish Mining website. The Geevor dedicated
website can be found at: www.geevor.com

Geevor Victory Shaft headframe and winder house




























WHERE CAN | EXPERIENCE CORNISH MINING?

The World Heritage Site has many exciting attractions
across Cornwall and west Devon which provide high
quality visitor experiences consistent with World
Heritage status. For details of great family days out log
on to the website

www.cornishmining.com/mineandyours





